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Abstract

District heating networks are commonly addressed in the literature as one of the most effective solutions for decreasing the 
greenhouse gas emissions from the building sector. These systems require high investments which are returned through the heat
sales. Due to the changed climate conditions and building renovation policies, heat demand in the future could decrease, 
prolonging the investment return period. 
The main scope of this paper is to assess the feasibility of using the heat demand – outdoor temperature function for heat demand 
forecast. The district of Alvalade, located in Lisbon (Portugal), was used as a case study. The district is consisted of 665 
buildings that vary in both construction period and typology. Three weather scenarios (low, medium, high) and three district 
renovation scenarios were developed (shallow, intermediate, deep). To estimate the error, obtained heat demand values were 
compared with results from a dynamic heat demand model, previously developed and validated by the authors.
The results showed that when only weather change is considered, the margin of error could be acceptable for some applications
(the error in annual demand was lower than 20% for all weather scenarios considered). However, after introducing renovation 
scenarios, the error value increased up to 59.5% (depending on the weather and renovation scenarios combination considered). 
The value of slope coefficient increased on average within the range of 3.8% up to 8% per decade, that corresponds to the 
decrease in the number of heating hours of 22-139h during the heating season (depending on the combination of weather and 
renovation scenarios considered). On the other hand, function intercept increased for 7.8-12.7% per decade (depending on the 
coupled scenarios). The values suggested could be used to modify the function parameters for the scenarios considered, and 
improve the accuracy of heat demand estimations.
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Abstract

In the present contribution the authors investigate by means of numerical simulations the thermal performance of two geometries of
Latent Heat Thermal Energy Storage (LHTES). The numerical model takes into account the mass, momentum and energy equations
for the PCM together with an Entalphy-Porosity model for the phase change and a Bussinesq approximation for the buoyancy force.
Indeed in such a system the convective motion within the melted PCM plays an important role, as confirmed by several studies.
The scope of the research has been the enhancement of heat transfer performance of LHTES increasing the convection by means
of modifications on the shape of the PCM enclosure. In particular, in this study two geometries have been considered to investigate
the influence of the convective motion on the overall melting time. The first case consists of two concentric cylinders with the axis
aligned with the vertical direction, in order to realize an internal heating of the Phase Change Material (PCM) that is confined
between the internal and the external cylinder. It is a well-known ”shell-and-tube” configuration, generally adopted in LHTES
systems, even in CSP applications. In the second case, the authors propose a simple cylindrical geometry filled with the PCM,
with the cylinder axis aligned with the vertical position. Thus, the heated surface corresponds to the external lateral surface of the
cylinder. The PCM volume (V) and the net heat transfer surface (A) have been kept constant in the two cases, in order to be able to
compare them under the same operative conditions. The tests reveal a sensible difference between the thermal performance of the
two proposed solutions. The external heating configuration shows an important enhancement of the convective motion within the
PCM that induces a more efficient heat transfer with respect to the standard ”shell-and-tube” configuration. The complete melting
time of the PCM with external heating is reduced by about 50%.
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1. Introduction

Nowadays, the integration of several renewable and conventional energy production systems requires a high flex-
ibility in order to maintain high efficiency of the overall production system [18, 15]. In this scenario, the distributed
energy production takes advantage with respect to the concentrated energy systems due to their faster response to
the demand change and modularity, in order to include heterogeneous technologies of energy production. Thus, an
important component, able to manage the matching between the production systems and the energy demand, is rep-
resented by the energy storage. Among the others, in the Concentrated Solar Power plant (CSP) the variation of the
solar input during the day could affect negatively the efficiency and, indeed, the availability of such renewable energy
source. Therefore, the thermal energy storage has an important role in the improvement of the performance of energy
production systems [5, 6]. In particular, according to the working temperatures, phase change materials (PCMs) are
chosen in order to improve the performance of the storage in terms of energy density and characteristic time of thermal
charging and discharging [17, 1]. In these hypothesis, the heat is stored in PCMs, including both the sensible heat of
each phase (i.e. solid and liquid) and the latent heat of the phase change. This kind of device is known as Latent Heat
Thermal Energy Storage (LHTES). LHTES performance is influenced by several physical phenomena, including the
heat transfer between a Heat Transfer Fluid (HTF) and the PCM, the convective heat transfer in the HTF and in the
PCM and the phase change of PCM. In the literature, several works about the energy storage can be found. Different
aspects are studied in order to improve the heat exchange of such devices. In particular, the applications can be split
according to the natural or forced convection mechanism in the PCM [10], the adding of fins or geometrical shape
configuration to enhance the heat transfer, and the operative PCM’s melting temperatures. Here, the authors compare
the effect of the LHTES geometrical configuration on its charging time. Thus, two geometries are considered: the
first considers the classical shell-and-tube configuration, where the HTF flows within the internal duct (tube) that is
embraced by an external enclosure (shell) filled by the PCM; the second considers a simple cylindrical enclosure
filled by PCM, whereas the HTF surrounds it, wetting the lateral surface of the cylinder. In this preliminary work, the
comparison has been made considering the same volume of PCM, that corresponds to the same storable energy, the
same external temperature and heat exchange surface area for both the cases under study.

Nomenclature

LHTES Latent heat thermal energy storage
PCM Phase change materials
HTF Heat transfer fluid
CSP Concentrated solar plant

ū Fluid velocity
ρ Density
p Pressure
g Gravitational acceleration
¯̄τ Viscous stress tensor
H Enthalpy
k Thermal conductivity
T Temperature
Λ Latent heat of melting
cp Specific heat
βl Liquid fraction
r Cylinder radius
L Cylinder height
V PCM volume
A Area of heat transfer surface
Amush Mushy zone constant



 F. Fornarelli  et al. / Energy Procedia 148 (2018) 471–478 473
F. Fornarelli et al. / Energy Procedia 00 (2018) 000–000 3

2. Numerical setup

The numerical simulations are based on the finite volume discretization approach in order to solve the governing
equations of the problem. In particular, the flow field and the heat transfer are modelled according to the Navier-Stokes
equations and the energy equation.

∇ · ū = 0 (1)

ρ

(
∂ū
∂t
+ ū∇ū

)
= −∇p + ρ′ḡ + S̄ + ∇ · ¯̄τ (2)

ρ
∂(H)
∂t
+ ρ∇(Hū) = ∇(k∇T ). (3)

where ū is the flow velocity, ρ is the fluid density, ¯̄τ is the viscous stress tensor, µ is the dynamic viscosity, H is the
enthalpy, k is the thermal conductivity and T is the temperature.

In the equation 2 two forcing terms appear in the right hand side, specifically the buoyancy term (ρ′ḡ) and the
source term (S ). The buoyancy term couples the Navier-Stokes equation with the energy equation in order to model
the convective flow within the PCM according to the relation:

ρ′ = ρ(1 − α∆T ) (4)

where ∆T is the temperature difference with respect to a reference temperature and α is the thermal expansion
coefficient. The source term S is introduced to model the behaviour of the PCM during the phase change. According
to the Carman-Kozeny equation, it reads:

S =
(1 − βl)2

(β3
l + ε)

Amush�u (5)

in which Amush is the mushy zone constant that is set to 105 and βl is the local liquid fraction linearly related to the
melting temperatures as follows:

βl =



0 i f T < Tsol
T−Tsol

Tliq−Tsol
i f Tsol < T < Tliq

1 i f T > Tliq

(6)

The model here presented is implemented in the commercial CFD software Ansys Fluent according to the enthalpy-
porosity approach [13, 14, 2, 19, 20, 16, 4].

The HTF flow is not included in the simulation, however a constant temperature has been fixed on the heated
surface. Therefore, the temperature of the hot wall has been kept constant at the same temperature for both the cases
under study, Tw = 523.15K. Thus, the two geometrical configurations operate under the same boundary conditions.

The study considers two geometries: a shell-and-tube geometry (case 1) where the heated surface corresponds to
the internal lateral surface of the inner cylinder and a cylindrical geometry; and a simple cylindrical enclosure filled
with the PCM and heated from the external lateral surface of the cylinder (case 2). The geometrical details of the
two cases are reported in tab. 1. A schematic of the geometries under study are reported in fig. 1. Even though the
geometrical configuration is different, the volume and the heat exchange area has been kept constant. It is worth noting
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Fig. 1. Schematic of the geometries of the PCM enclosures of the test cases here presented. The PCM volume V = 1.82 · 10−3m3, and the heat
transfer surface area A = 2.51 · 10−2m2 are constant for each case. a) internal heating (case 1), b) external heating (case 2)

Table 1. Geometrical details of the test cases

case 1 case 2

Heating Internal External
re [mm] 35 145
ri [mm] 8 −
L [mm] 500 27.6
V/A [1/m] 0.0725 0.0725

that the geometry used in case 1 is just one of the possible combination of geometrical parameters (re, ri and L) that
satisfy the constrain on the surface area and the volume of the PCM. It has been chosen according to previous studies
of the author based on a comparison of the model with experimental device [6, 7] . Then, the second case has a big
radius and a small height due to the constrain on volume and heat exchange area. In fig. 2 two possible applications
are proposed in order to implement the two geometries in two heat storage modules. The case 1 corresponds to the
standard shell-and-tube configuration, where the HTF flows within the tubes within the PCM (see fig. 2b). . Whereas,
in case 2 the HTF has to flow around the lateral surface of the cylinders filled with the PCM that can be stacked
up. For instance, a cross-flow configuration is proposed (see fig. 2b). The proposed application of case 2 could has
the advantage to simplify the HTF flow with respect to the shell-and-tube geometry (case 1) and the PCM modules
distribution could be optimized according to in-line or staggered configuration as in tube bundle heat exchangers
[8, 9]. The number of grid cells have been chosen according to a detailed grid independence study. For case 1 and 2,
428400 and 444400 grid cells have been considered, respectively, with an axisymmetric 2D non uniform Cartesian
mesh.

The physical properties of the PCM are reported in tab. 2, and they correspond to the typical characteristics of a
binary mixture of melted salts (NaNO360%wt − KNO340%wt).

3. Results

The analysis has been made considering the initial temperature below the solidus temperature of the PCM (Tin =

423K) in the whole domain. The heated wall temperature has been kept constant to Tw = 523K and the PCM starts to
warm up till to the complete melting. As already described in the literature [21, 22, 3, 11, 12], a continuous melting
front can be recognized, within the PCM, whose velocity is strictly related to the heating rate. Thus, higher the velocity
of the front is, faster the heat rate will be. In case 1, where the hot wall corresponds to the internal radius of the shell
geometry the behaviour of the PCM has been reported according to the liquid fraction contours at different time steps
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PCM
PCM
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Fig. 2. Schematics of the storage module for the two configurations here studied. a) case 1, shell-and-tube configuration where the HTF flow within
the tubes through the heat storage filled with PCM; b) case 2, external heating with a cross flow between the HTF and the cylindrical PCM modules
stacked up.

Table 2. Physical properties of the PCM. T is in K.

Properties Values

Density ρPCM = 1994
( kg

m3

)

Thermal Expansion Coefficient αPCM = 3.18861 · 10−4
(

1
K

)

Specific Heat cp,PCM = 1626
(

J
kg·K
)

Conductivity kPCM = 0.4886
(

W
m·K
)

Dynamic Viscosity µPCM = 0.007008
( kg

m·s
)

Solidus Temperature Tsol = 493.03 (K)
Liquidus Temperature Tliq = 517.29 (K)
Latent Heat Λ = 1.10 · 105

(
J

kg

)

(see fig. 3). The complete melting of the PCM lasts about 5h. The melted PCM starts to melt near the heated internal
wall and, due to the buoyancy force, it goes up filling the top part of the PCM enclosure where the liquid PCM goes
from the inner wall toward the external wall of the PCM shell. A small portion of the melted front appears curvilinear
in the top part and it moves from the top to the bottom during the process. On the other hand, below the top melted
zone the vertical part of the melted front increases slowly its thick moving from the left to the right. The results remark
the behaviour observed in previous literature in similar cases.

The external heating case (case 2) is represented in fig. 4, where only a 2D axisymmetric slice has been considered
with the axis of the cylinder on the right hand side of the images and the external heated wall is on the left. Indeed, in
this case the PCM starts to melt along the external heated wall. Therefore, the buoyancy force pushes the melted PCM
on the top part of the PCM enclosure as described in the internal heating case. However, the melted PCM moves up
along the external wall and in the top region pushes the liquid PCM toward the cylinder center. The flow direction has
a positive influence on the convective motion due to the velocity increase of the melted PCM when it moves radially
from the external wall to the center, due to continuity. Here, the whole melting front appears to have an higher velocity
with respect to case 1 already in the early stage of the process. It moves from the left to the right during the melting
process. Thus, the convective heat transfer in case of external heating appears enhanced with respect to case 1.

In fig. 5, the comparison of the space averaged liquid fraction with respect to the time gives the quantitative
description of the phenomenon. The external heating shows a linear increasing of liquid fraction during the whole
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Fig. 3. Contours of the liquid fraction for the internal heating case (case 1). The internal heated wall is on the left hand side of the numerical domain,
on the right hand side the external insulated wall is located.

process. On the other hand, the internal heating (case 1) shows a non linear increasing of the liquid fraction at the
beginning and at the end of the process. The complete melting corresponds to about 5h and 2.5h for the internal
heating (case 1) and external heating (case 2), respectively.

4. Conclusions

In the present work the influence of geometrical characteristics of the PCM enclosure has been investigated in
two particular configurations. In detail, the first case consists in a well-known “shell-and-tube” configuration, where
the heating of the PCM occurs from the internal duct toward the external PCM enclosure. The second configuration
corresponds to an external heating of the PCM that is enclosed in a cylindrical vessel. Maintaining constant the
volume of the PCM and the heating surface area, a comparison of the time to complete melting in both cases has
been made. The results confirms, that even under equal boundary conditions the complete melting time is reduced of
50% considering an external heating with respect the internal one. It is worth noting that the convective heat transfer
is heavily influenced by the geometrical characteristic of the LHTES device even without the increasing of area to
volume ratio. The external heating of cylindrical tank filled with PCM appears to be a promising approach that worth
to be investigated considering the influence of aspect ratio to increase even more their efficiency with respect to the
classic shell-and tube configuration. The proposed external heating configuration can be used to develop simpler heat
storage modules with respect to the shell-and-tube where a cross flow configuration with respect to the HTF can be
used, as proposed in a schematic of a suitable application (see fig. 2). The present study could represent a starting
point in the developing of new devices able to improve the heat transfer in LHTES applications.
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Fig. 4. Contours of the liquid fraction for the external heating case (case 2). The external heated wall is on the left hand side of the numerical
domain, on the right hand side there is the axis of the cylinder.
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